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We will continue to offer virtual worship via our website and YouTube channel.

What Time Is It?
For everything, there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…. 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

There are many ways to measure time: how long until the next snowstorm is a question that is both an 
example and a reality we face as people who live in Minnesota toward the end of February. A year ago, I 
had already interviewed and accepted the position of interim pastor here, with great delight. At the time, the 
question wasn’t exactly what kind of future might we have, but rather, is a future possible? A lot has happened 
in this year together. Through the metaphor of fertile soil, this congregation’s leadership has been hard at work 
to see what kinds of possibilities might be available for Peace Lutheran Church’s future. Everything was on the 
table. Many, many hours have been spent talking with congregations, with consultants, with one another, and 
with God around what could grow among us. This process has so far revealed “grace upon grace,” as God’s 
work among us has opened us to possibilities we hadn’t known were possible. (John 1) Planted and watered, 
the seeds that have been sown have grown because God is with us. God is with us. God is with us. 

continued on page 2



In this moment, we wait, now, as our property and land will undergo an appraisal. 
The results of this appraisal will help us have a better sense of whether our 
relationship with Lord of Life will blossom. I know absolutely nothing about land 
or property or appraisals, but I trust that the God who has brought us this far is 
not finished with the work God has set out to accomplish among us. My trust is 
less about appraisers, or even another congregation, gifts though they are and 
could be for us and the future God is working out among us. My trust rests on 
the promise I have spoken often here: God is with us. What that means in our 
life together is not yet fully clear. Still, we wait with our hands cupped in front 
of us with hope, as when we gather around the communion table to receive 
the body of Christ, given for you; the blood of Christ, shed for you. The for you 
in the Lord’s Supper was important to Martin Luther. He wrote about these 
phrases in the Small Catechism: “The words ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins’ show us that forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation 
are given to us in the sacrament through these words, because where there is 
forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salvation.” (Martin Luther, “The Small 
Catechism,” The Book of Concord, p. 362.) The piece of bread, the small cups 
of wine or juice, and the words that announce Christ’s presence in, with, under, 
and through them, promises that even though we don’t know what is to come, 
we know that God is with us in ways we can see, taste, touch, and trust God’s 
work is not finished among us. 

Even though we have hope for what God might be up to, the future is not yet fully 
revealed among us. What do we do while we wait? We breathe and pray. We let 
our imaginations open us to how we want to be in the future – no matter what the 
future holds. We laugh and cry and grieve about what has been, knowing things 
will never be the same again. We know that before it is reason for celebration, 
change is hard, because change signals loss. We tell stories to one another. 
Maybe they start like this: Do you remember….? The late writer Paul Gruchow 
once told a story about packing up the belongings with his sisters at the farm on 
which they were raised. Their mom had died. So as they packed glasses and 
bowls and plates and silverware, they would tell stories that started in a somber 
way, but ended in raucous laughter about their life together in that farmhouse. 
Each story began with, Do you remember? And maybe this is helpful for us, in 
this time, in the meantime. Let us tell our stories through laughter and tears and 
fits of silence. Stop and drink deeply when each appears. For in each, there 
is joy and sadness; in each, our life together glimmers us into recognition. In 
each, there is a doorway into something amazing and new. In each, God is with 
us, God is with us, God is with us.

In Christ’s love and service,

What Time Is It?
Continued from front page

Pastor Paul Lutter
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February 28, 2023
Minneapolis Area Synod, ELCA Enews

Icons: Reflect, respond, and rest

“Each Lent I spend time with a new 
icon. Growing up, icons weren't things 
we talked about in my church. They 
were images that my Roman Catholic 
friends, not my Protestant ones, had 
in their homes. So I assumed that 
meant it wasn’t something ‘we’ did.”

Read Pastor Norma’s blog
https://mpls-synod.org/2023/02/icons-reflect-respond-and-rest/

Pastor Norma Malfatti
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Born and raised in southwestern Minnesota, this month’s Peace member 
who is living her vocation seems to always have a smile on her face. 
However, as you read more about her, you will discover she has handled 
more than her share of grief. Valerie Sorenson, you will learn, is a woman 
who has lived her vocation by sharing her life experiences with others. 
 
Valerie was born in Redwood Falls, Minnesota, the oldest of six children. 
Other than four years spent in Long Prairie, she grew up in the Redwood 
area and graduated from Redwood Falls High School. She says she had 
a fairly normal childhood, with a strict father and a  mother who was “the 
rock of the family.” Her mom worked full-time at a local bank while raising 
six children. “I did not fully appreciate her until I had my own children and 
worked full-time,” Valerie admits. While in high school, Valerie played the 
saxophone in the school band, was a cheerleader (this was just before 
Title IX would have allowed her to participate in the sports that she loved), 
and was homecoming queen. She also began to date and fell in love with 
Bruce Sorenson. This high school sweetheart went on to become Valerie’s 
husband.   
 
Although Valerie says she had a “normal childhood,” she lost one of her 
brothers when she was 16, and he was 14.   This was a result of a basketball 
accident. Valerie says that it was her mother who held the family together 
during this time of profound grief. 
 
Valerie attended Southwest State University in Marshall and married Bruce 
when they were quite young. Bruce was the last draftee in the Army from 
Redwood County. Fortunately, the Vietnam War ended just after he was 
drafted. The couple spent two years stationed in Fort Hood, Texas, where 
they grew up quickly and made lifelong friends. 
 
Valerie worked almost exclusively in the insurance business, retiring in 
2019 from Delta Dental of Minnesota. She worked for Delta Dental for 32 
years, retiring as a Vice President in the account management department. 
Valerie’s siblings knew management was a perfect fit for their big sister 
because they claimed she was “pretty bossy at home, making lists of chores 
to be done!”   
 
In 1987 Bruce and Valerie adopted their daughter, Amanda, from South 
Korea; in 1990, they adopted their son, Michael. Amanda and her husband 
have two children, Kennedy and Rylee. The Sorensons moved to Plymouth 
in 1992 and joined Peace Lutheran in 1995 while searching for a “small town 
type” church. Valerie has served on Peace’s church council and was council 
president for two years. She has also served on numerous other committees 
at church over the years. 
Bruce was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2009 and died on Christmas 
Day. According to Valerie, Pastors Sedlins and Heiderscheit were both 
very comforting and attentive. Pastor Sedlins even joined the family at the 

FAITH IN DAILY LIFE - VALERIE SORENSON
By Joni Sutton

 VALERIE SORENSON

continued on page 5
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"while this experience was very difficult, it did increase my faith 
in God and in people.  I was never forgotten by many at Peace, 
nor were my children.  And believing Bruce was in a better place 
gave me comfort.”  

- VALERIE SORENSON

hospital, driving through terrible weather on Christmas night as Bruce was dying. 
Valerie says, “while this experience was very difficult, it increased my faith in God 
and in people. I was never forgotten by many at Peace, nor were my children. And 
believing Bruce was in a better place gave me comfort.”   
 
In recent years, “giving comfort” has become a vocation for Valerie. Five years ago, 
her friend, Laura, received the news that her husband had suffered a heart attack 
and died. Valerie was Laura’s first call while on her way to the hospital. Laura knew 
Valerie could handle being with her at such a difficult time. Currently,  Valerie is 
offering support to another friend whose husband has entered hospice. “I seem to 
be drawn to friends in this situation, as I have experienced similar losses and have 
survived,”  Valerie says that she is drawn to these people, but they are more likely 
drawn to her. Her friends know that they can trust her and that she will understand 
their feelings. Also, they can see that she has lived through loss and has come out 
changed but alright. “I must be honest, I feel best about myself after these situations,” 
she says. “I feel I have helped others in a difficult part of their life and while it may 
be inconvenient or difficult, the gift I receive from giving comfort and hope to them is 
remarkable.”   
 
In addition to having her children and grandchildren in the Twin Cities, Valerie met 
Tom Buchanan in 2015, and she says he has added much to her life. They enjoy 
going to her lake home in northern Minnesota, getting together with friends and 
family, and following the Wild and the Vikings (well, they enjoy that most of the time). 
Valerie’s mother is still a force to be reckoned with at age 88. She is in Redwood Falls 
at an assisted living facility.   Valerie gets to Redwood Falls for visits when she can, 
but she is thankful that her mother has learned how to use the technology that allows 
them to visit “face to face” while miles apart.   
 
Mom, gramma, daughter, leader, and sometimes a counselor, Valerie Sorenson is 
also a force to be reckoned with (like her mom!). Thank you, Valerie, for all you do for 
so many!
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CHILDREN YOUTH AND FAMILY

PALM SUNDAY FAMILY FUN
Sunday, April 2

JOURNEY TOGETHER DINNER
Wednesday, April 26, 6pm 

FINAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Sunday, May 7

JOURNEY TOGETHER DINNER 
Wednesday, May 24, 6pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Music and lessons will be offered Sunday after worship until 11am

 NO LESSONS ON  
 3/26 (Spring Break)
 4/2 (Palm Sunday Event)
 4/9 (Easter)

The last Sunday School Lesson of the program year is Sunday, May 7

CONFIRMATION 
Meets Wednesdays at 6pm and Sundays after worship until 11am
During Lent, students will have lessons on Sunday mornings and attend lenten worship 
service on Wednesday night starting Wednesday, February 22

 NO LESSONS ON 
 3/26 (Spring Break)
 4/2 (Palm Sunday Event)
 4/5 (Holy Week)
 4/9 (Easter)
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 March Lent Worship

COMMUNICATIONS
Want an announcement in the weekly email? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by Thursday 5pm.
Want an announcement in the monthly newsletter? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by the 5th of the previous month. 

Peace Notes is a monthly newsletter.   
Deadline for submissions
 is the 5th of  the month.

3695 County Road 101 N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446  

763.478.9406             
peace@peaceofplymouth.org

www.peaceofplymouth.org

Peace Lutheran Church Staff
 
Interim Pastor  ............................Rev. Paul Lutter
Interim Minister of Music................... Jim Lansing
Organist .......................................... Anne Phillips
Office Manager  ................................Chris Bacon

Wednesdays, March 1,8,15,22,28, 2023, 6:30 p.m.
We will be using the Holden Lenten liturgy on Wednesday evening services during Lent.

Palm Sunday, April 5, 2023
Worship 9 am

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 2023
Worship 6:30 pm

Good Friday, April 7, 2023
Worship 6:30 pm

Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023
Worship 9:00 am

Connection
Stay connected to the happenings and updates with Peace Lutheran’s ministries throughout the 
month…sign up for the weekly e-news email.  You can sign up on the front page of our website:  
www.peaceofplymouth.org and click “Join our email list” or let us know you would  like to stay 
connected by emailing peace@peaceofplymouth.org

Pastor Paul will be on vacation March 13-19.

We will use the Holden 
Lenten liturgy on 

Wednesday evening 
services during Lent.

Prayer Requests
If you have prayer requests you can send them to prayer@peaceofplymouth.org and
they will be added to the prayer chain email. If you would like to receive the prayer
chain emails go to the Peace website at: peaceofplymouth.org and click the “Join our 
email list” button.  

Church office hours:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 am - 4 pm or by appointment.

Please send mail to our street address:
3695 County Road, 101 N., Plymouth, MN  55446

Pastor Paul Lutter can be
reached Sunday-Thursday
paul@peaceofplymouth.org

507-440-0048
(in case of emergency, 24/7)

Pastor Paul’s days off are 
Friday and Saturday.
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3695 County Road 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

 www.peaceofplymouth.org | 763.478.9406 | peace@peaceofplymouth.org 

All Are Welcome Here
Invite Your Family & Friends

Peace is social!
Find us on Facebook 

@PeaceofPlymouth or search
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth to stay connected. 

YouTube Channel: Peace Lutheran Church of MN

Welcome. Worship. Service.
3695 County Road 101 N., Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

SUNDAY MORNING
9:00 am —Worship Live Streamed & In-Person

10:00 am —Fellowship & Education 

 Winter Fun Sunday
Sledding at Baker Park - February 12th


