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Do not remember the former things or consider the things of  old.

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth. Do you not perceive it? 

(Isaiah 43: 18-19)

We will continue to offer virtual worship via our website and YouTube channel.

There are at least two ways to read these verses from Isaiah. One can read it straight through, as it 
was originally written; each word turns us away from what has happened, and to clear the way for 
newness that will arrive, eventually. On the other hand, one might read them in this way: Yes, God has 
done new things in the past; for this, we are grateful. Yet, there's more: God still does new things – in 
fact, now God is up to something new among us. Now. It's hard to wrap one's mind around this, maybe. 
Newness could be on the loose among us right here and right now. Really. Whether we've made a list 
of resolutions or not, God may be at work bringing newness to us, piping hot, even without our asking. 
Imagine the surprise of this: you open the door because someone rang the doorbell. On the other side 
of the door is Jesus with his hands wrapped around a covered dish and the hot pad he used to carry it 
to you. I thought you could use this, Jesus says. And then, he just hands it to us. This is for you. Can 
you even imagine?



The prophet Isaiah suggests that the Israelites are no more prepared for this 
newness that God gives them than we would be to receive the new thing that 
springs forth before us as God places it in our hands. The surprise of it all 
is underscored by the fact that the Israelites receive this word while in exile. 
Maybe you know the irony of God's promise for you as you look in the mirror, as 
you take stock of things around you. There's just no way, we think to ourselves. 
Is this a joke? What am I missing here? And you laugh at the absurdity of the 
possibility of promise springing forth. 

What we miss in moments like these is that while God becomes human in Jesus 
Christ, God's promise among us is not a human promise. The promise of new 
life is one only God can make among us, through us, and for us. And more: this 
promise is one only God can do something about. And, in fact, if we take these 
verses at face value, God's promise isn't only about the future. God's promise 
is already at work – and the fruit of promises like this one is already springing 
forth, whether we realize it or not. It's so hard to be present to all God is up to 

in our midst. Much of God's work among us goes unnoticed. God's promise isn't contingent on whether we 
notice it or not. God's promise is contingent on only God's faithfulness toward us. In this last sentence, you can 
replace faithfulness with words like love, mercy, forgiveness, healing, listening, caring, and the like because 
God's faithfulness includes at least these things in God's relationship with us. 

In this season, I invite you to put down the lists of new year's resolutions – the ones where we say what we 
mean but not always do what we say. In this season of Epiphany, take some time to reflect on the ways you 
sense God is at work in your life – and in our life together as a congregation. Take stock of the ways God has 
been at work in the past, and give thanks. Open yourself to consider the new things God is up to now for us, 
all because of Jesus Christ, the One to whom we are called to follow and proclaim. In this new year, pray for 
the Spirit to center all we do and say around this: In Christ, we are being made new, now and always. Amen.

In Christ, 

Pastor Paul Lutter
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Who are We?

In the second to last line of his now famous poem, "Who am I," the late Lutheran pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer asked 
a difficult question. "Who am I?" In a little less than a year after he wrote this poem, Bonhoeffer would be put to death for his role 
in the assassination attempt of Adolf Hitler. He wrestled with whether he did the right thing when he responded to violence with 
violence. He wondered whether there was forgiveness for those who tried to eradicate evil. "Is there forgiveness for one who kills," 
he wondered, "even [when killing was for the purpose of ending the reign of] a tyrant?" These are important questions with which to
wrestle – and could take anyone more than a lifetime to answer. Still, though, under those questions for Bonhoeffer was an equally 
crucial concern. Who am I? He didn't know. I appreciate his vulnerability in the question he asks. He lets us in further and helps us 
know how lonely he felt. The only thing that seemed to accompany him was this question. Beyond loneliness, we don't know his 
feeling toward the question; we only are brought close enough to hear him utter it.

I invite us to sit with this question for a while. Eventually, we may ask this for ourselves. Let's start with: Who am I? But later, as this 
question does its work on us perhaps, we may find ourselves asking this in a more global sense. Who are we? Who are we as a 
congregation? What did God have in mind when the congregation was created and formed? What gifts has God baked into the life, 
mission, and ministry of Peace Lutheran Church? How have we used these gifts? What does the broader community say about the 
mission and ministry of Peace Lutheran Church in the context of our impact and reach? Who are we? 

One of the reasons I appreciate Bonhoeffer's question is that he needs to figure out how to answer in the end and on his own. We 
can appreciate the truth of this in our own lives and our life together. Even as he grew nearer to the end of his life, Bonhoeffer was 
perplexed by what could be said about his life and his purpose. Though he had a Ph.D. in theology and was a pastor, these didn't 
necessarily resolve or give him a sense of relief from this sense of impending uncertainty. If anything, these realities may have made 
an answer harder to discern. Ask me how I know about this sometime.

This question is not the end for Bonhoeffer. In the poem's last line, he wrote, "Whoever I am, thou knowest me; O God, I am thine." 
He held in tension an unresolved question about his identity, mission, and purpose, on the one hand, with a larger reality about God. 
“…[Y]ou know me; O God, I am yours.” It would be too easy to throw away this line. But look at it again. He didn't give up. Instead, 
these final words were hopeful, a promise, and a confession of trust. Maybe you could say he bore witness to his faith in God. He 
wasn't sure what would happen. And still, he trusted God, who sat alongside him in the face of uncertainty. God didn't give up on 
him. Whatever else may be true, one thing is certain for Bonhoeffer. God knew him. Bonhoeffer was a Child of God. He was held 
in God's hand. God did not let him go. God did not allow him to freefall into the abyss. However else he may evaluate his identity, 
mission, and purpose, this one thing is true: "…you know me; O God, I am yours." In these words, as in his life, Bonhoeffer found 
God's presence and work in his midst – and not only his midst. He knew God was present and at work in the world around him. In 
this, there was freedom. In this, there was hope. In this, there was real and abundant life.

In this season of our congregation's life together, I invite you to reflect on who we are in Christ Jesus. What are our identity, mission, 
and purpose – and in whom is it found and expressed? How do we experience hope? What is a promise which we share? What is 
something we can bear witness to about the movement of God's grace in our life together? Look at those questions again. Reflect 
on them. Pray about them. Listen for God's voice. God is
with us. 

Whenever you hear the question, Who are we? 
May we begin to respond with these words: We are Children of a gracious God!

In Christ, 

Pastor Paul Lutter, 
Interim Pastor
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 I want to introduce you to the theme for our Lenten season. You'll understand why I'm doing this already in 
January, even though the season of Lent doesn't begin until late February, 2023. I would love your help in making this a 
meaningful and reflective worship experience. And because of what I have in mind, I hope this will also be an interactive 
experience.

 Liturgy: I'd love for us to use Holden Evening Prayer for each of the Wednesdays in Lent, including Ash 
Wednesday. Yes, there will be the imposistion ashes and Holy Communion on Ash Wednesday. Those things are easily 
incorporated into the service. In addition to instrumentalists, I'd like two people to lead the sung and spoken 
liturgy of Holden Evening Prayer each Wednesday. If they're willing to do so, I'd also like them to lead the 
congregation in singing the hymn. I'll preside over the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. We'll need servers 
for that Wednesday.

 Theme Hymn: I'd like us to use "Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song" (ELW #808).

 Theme: Each of the Sundays in Lent, the texts center around stories of the people of od. So, on Sundays, I will 
preach these Gospel texts from this perspective: What's their story – and where's God in their story? I got the idea for 
this series from a line from one of the Gospel lessons in this season of Lent: "Come and see a man who has told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?" (John 4:29)

 Wednesdays in Lent: I'd like us to try something of an experiment. For the message/sermon portion of the 
service, I'd like to ask a different member each Wednesday night to be willing to have a conversation with me about 
something in the previous Sunday's Gospel lesson that resonates with faith and life. On each Wednesday night, we 
would read only a specific portion of the Gospel text from the previous Sunday that would relate to our conversation. 
For each person willing to be a part of a conversation with me, we would meet well before the service and talk through 
possibilities. We could also run through what a conversation could be like. Each conversation would be around ten 
minutes long. I will be in the conversation with each person – be not afraid!

 Why we're doing this for midweek Lent: The Gospel lessons for Lent in Year A are long. Each lesson invites 
us into stories related to faith and life – for those we read about in the Gospel lessons and those who gather for worship. 
I'm always grateful for the conversations I've had with members of Peace Lutheran. This could be a real blessing for 
the congregation's faith and life. I'm hoping it gives us some freedom and sets loose our imagination to tell stories in 
conversation with one another. One of my favorite stories from Luke's Gospel is the story of the two headed back to 
Emmaus after Jesus's death. He appears to them on the road, and they don't recognize them. He listens to them, and 
he recasts the stories they tell him. And still, they don't recognize him. And then, around the table, as they share the 
story of Jesus's death, Jesus makes known that he is with them, that he is feeding and nourishing them, and then they 
are sent out renewed with faith and hope and filled with love to tell the story of what they've seen or heard. If I were to 
sketch out what this time together might look like during Lent, I'm hoping it could be something similar to the encounter 
of the two disciples with Jesus on the Emmaus Road.

 How can I offer to have a conversation with you about the message? Pull me aside.  Tell me you're 
interested. Ask me more about what this is and what it might look like. Don't be afraid to say yes. Let's do this together!

 You have a story. You have a faith and a life. Your story is worth hearing and telling.  Jesus is with us 
in the conversation. This will be fun!

In Christ, Pastor Paul Lutter, Interim Pastor

What We Tell Ourselves: A Lenten Theme
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A Special Thank You to Sylvi Leppa and Mirah Lukis for their wonderful 
script that reimagined the traditional telling of the Christmas Story.

2022 Christmas Pageant
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What is it like for a pastor's wife to live her vocation? Her own vocation. This month we are 
catching up with Pastor Paul's wife, Jenny, to learn about how life led her to her current roles 
as a wife, mother, and woman living her vocation.

Jenny has lived in Plymouth for 35 years and graduated from Armstrong High School. She 
then attended Gustavus Adolphus College (with one semester in Dijon, France), where she 
earned degrees in International Business and French. Next, she earned a Master of Divinity 
degree from Bethel University and an MBA from the University of North Dakota. In her career 
and education, there has been a dual focus on business and ministry.

Shortly after college, Jenny helped to start a church for young adults, and she later joined 
the staff. This congregation eventually merged with Woodridge Church. While there, she led 
outreach and missions for five of Woodridge's campuses and was very involved with Interfaith 
Outreach. She started the non-profit Every Meal (formerly the Sheridan Story), which today 
gives 2.5 million meals each year to kids, filling the food gaps children face on weekends, 
extended breaks, and summer when there is no access to school meal programs. After ten 
years in this ministry, she left. Although she loved the community work, her theology evolved 
toward the ELCA. She then worked at 1517 Media, the publishing house for the ELCA. There, 
she was the Director of Marketing and the Director of Analytics. Two years ago, she moved to a 
position with Vanco, the processing company for Peace's online giving, becoming the Director 
of Faith Partnerships. At Vanco, she leads the collaborative work with denominations such 
as the ELCA, United Methodist Church, the Presbyterians, and the Episcopal Church. Jenny 
loves non-profit work and the church, but neither of these fields makes sense for her or her 
family. "I enjoy the types of challenges and growth I have in a corporate career, and I'm grateful 
that my job serves the church," she says. 

While working at Woodridge Church, Jenny led mission trips to Haiti and Haitian villages in the Dominican Republic. During these 
visits, she saw how many children were in orphanages. She wanted to be a mom, had a good job, home, and supportive family, 
and decided to adopt. Two years into the process, she met Paul. She told him about the adoption on their first date and was happy 
to hear that he had always hoped to adopt. He proposed to her four months later, and after she said "yes," she proposed to him to 
become her future daughter's Daddy. There were significant setbacks in the adoption process. She lost two matches before being 
matched with Annika, which was heartbreaking. "Haitian adoptions take a very long time," she explains, and for Jenny, it took more 
than four years. After Jenny and Paul were matched with Annika, they traveled immediately to meet her and stayed for two weeks. 
"We were instantly in love with her," she shares. "The greatest pain and the most tears I have ever cried were when Paul and I 
walked out of the gate, leaving Annika at the orphanage, and returning home knowing it would be months before we saw her again," 
Jenny says that being a mom and a wife has been a great gift to herself. Because she was single for the first forty years of her life, 
she thinks that she appreciates the life she has in her family of three even more. It is sometimes complicated for her not to be as 
involved in international work as she was in the past, "but there will be a time for that again." In the meantime, she can show Annika 
what it means to be a career woman who serves her community and church. She says that "there is still plenty of opportunity to be 
involved by being married to a pastor. I like church life together as a family and wouldn't want to be working at a different church 
where we would have separate church lives." 

When asked how she sees her vocation, she replies that she sees it as serving populations in poverty, serving the church, her family, 
and her career. A joy of her vocation is that she believes she has become more compassionate from seeing populations living in 
poverty. "I've always been drawn to people living in poverty and understanding their stories," she states. Sometimes, she can feel 
uncomfortable in circles where there is an incredible privilege. "I try to turn that inner agitation into a further commitment to the work 
of justice, which is a joy," she shares. 

Since Jenny and Paul were married five years ago, Paul has served at churches that were between one and three and a half hours 
from home so that Jenny couldn't become very involved in congregational life. At Peace, she has been able to develop friendships 
and opportunities, and she is grateful for that. She has been helping with Sunday School as well as with Journey Together. She is 
also part of the Fertile Soil group, has helped with the church website, and helps to serve communion. 

Jenny, we at Peace are so grateful for the work you have done in the community and overseas, 
and we feel fortunate to worship with you and your charming daughter (oh, and your husband, 
too!) at Peace.  

Merci beaucoup for all you do!

FAITH IN DAILY LIFE - JENNY LUTTER
By Joni Sutton

JENNY, PAUL & ANNIKA LUTTER
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Beginning with the February issue, Peace Notes will no longer be mailed to your home 
address. We will, however, send the newsletter out by email to everyone to whom we have 
a current email address. The newsletter will continue to appear on our website as it does 
each month. If you think we need your current email address, please update us by 
emailing your current information to: peace@peaceofplymouth.org.

 

 Updates and Notices

COMMUNICATIONS
Want an announcement in the weekly email? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by Thursday 5pm.
Want an announcement in the monthly newsletter? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by the 5th of the previous month. 

Peace Notes is a monthly newsletter.   
Deadline for submissions
 is the 5th of  the month.

Prayer Requests
If you have prayer requests you can send them to prayer@peaceofplymouth.org and 
they will be added to the prayer chain email.  If you would like to receive the prayer 
chain emails sign-up under “News & Events” at peaceofplymouth.org 

3695 County Road 101 N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446  

763.478.9406             
peace@peaceofplymouth.org

www.peaceofplymouth.org

Peace Lutheran Church Staff
 
Interim Pastor  ............................Rev. Paul Lutter
Interim Minister of Music................... Jim Lansing
Organist .......................................... Anne Phillips
Office Manager  ................................Chris Bacon

Pastor Paul Lutter can be 
reached Sunday-Thursday 
paul@peaceofplymouth.org
507-440-0048 
(in case of emergency, 24/7)

Church office hours:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 am - 4 pm
or by appointment.

Please send mail to our street address:
3695 County Road, 101 N., Plymouth, MN  55446
The P.O. Box has been closed.

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Sunday morning writing classes with Pastor Paul's resumes. 
 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
Wednesday night programming resumes, except for Adult Bible Study. 
 
Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
Adult Bible Study resumes 
 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
Journey Together, 6 pm
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3695 County Road 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 www.peaceofplymouth.org | 763.478.9406 | peace@peaceofplymouth.org 

All Are Welcome Here
Invite Your Family & Friends

Peace is social!
Find us on Facebook 

@PeaceofPlymouth or search
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth to stay connected. 

YouTube Channel: Peace Lutheran Church of MN

Welcome. Worship. Service.
3695 County Road 101 N., Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

SUNDAY MORNING
9:00 am —Worship Live Streamed & In-Person

10:00 am —Fellowship & Education 

Beginning with the February issue, PeaceNotes 
will no longer be mailed to your home address.

Peace Notes will contnue online and be emailed.


