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"O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight!
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, your lamp within  my breast

to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best."
Paul Gerhardt, "O Lord, How Shall I Meet  You," ELW 211

We will continue to offer virtual worship via our website and YouTube channel.

In December, the Spirit works the soil of our hearts in such a way as to prepare us for Christ's return 
among us. In late December, the Spirit gladdens and surprises our hearts with the arrival of the Christ 
child among us -- in ways we couldn't imagine. The movement from preparation to a celebration is the 
work of God's grace among and within us. It is good news in a time and world where the strength of 
our imaginations might hang from a very thin thread.

           Continued on page 2



In the last line from this 
stanza by Paul Gerhardt, 
we are met with an 
invitation and a question. 
We are invited to lean into 
the mystery of God's 
love-made flesh among 
us. I'm intrigued by this 
line early in Luke's Gospel 
when Mary says, Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according 
to your word.(Lk 1:38) 
Reflecting on these words, 
I want to invite you to 
this question: How might 

God be calling you in the movement of this month? And 
another: How is hope surrounding you in such a way 
that you might join Mary's response: ...let it be with me 
according to your word?
 
However you answer these questions, I offer you a 
welcome into these two seasons, in which God fills you 
with hope and love; seasons in which God clothes you in 
joy and peace. I am so overjoyed to be walking with you 
this season. And I'm curious to see how the Christ child 
is revealed among us in our life together. The Christ child 
is among us. May this news strengthen and sustain us in 
our journey. Come and see!
 
In Christ,

Pastor Paul Lutter

WELCOME SUNDAY
Continued from front page

Pastor Paul Lutter

Advent 2022

Sunday, November 27 
First Sunday of Advent, 9 am

Candle of HOPE - BLUE
Matthew 24: 36-44

Sunday, December 4
Second Sunday of Advent 

with Holy Communion, 9 am
Candle of PEACE - BLUE

Matthew 3: 1-12        

Sunday, December 11
CROSS+Generational 

Christmas Pageant, 9 am
Candle of JOY - BLUE

Matthew 11: 2-11

Sunday, December 18 
Music Festival “Peace” 

with Holy Communion, 9 am
Candle of LOVE - PINK

Matthew 1: 18-25

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve,  4:30 pm

Worship with Holy Communion 
CHRIST candle - WHITE

Luke 2: 1-14

Sunday, December 25 
First Sunday of Christmas, 9 am

Luke 2: 8-20

Sunday, January 1 
Second Sunday of Christmas, 9 am 

Worship with Holy Communion
Luke 2: 15-21
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God is with us.

In a few weeks, we will gather late in the afternoon of December 24 to hear this good news. We’ll sing, stretch 
out our arms and cup our hands so we can receive God’s love made flesh – and fresh – for us. We do all this 
because what God has done for us in Jesus is good news. How else would you describe what happens when 
you hear you are not alone in the world? When you hear God promised to come nearer to you than you are to 
yourself? When do you realize God’s love and mercy are yours? We are not alone. God is with us.

This is good news precisely because its message arrives no matter what is happening in our lives, in the life 
of the world, and in our life together. This news speaks hope whether the sun shines or the snow falls on us. 
This news meets us whether we recognize our sinfulness and cling to the promise of the forgiveness of our 
sins – or not. Good news like this breaks in and through the things we use to protect ourselves from whatever 
might befall us. Good news will neither be shunted from nor silenced where we’re concerned. God’s love is so 
powerful that its arrival will not be kept from us.

Good news will not be whispered as if it’s a secret. God’s love is too powerful to be carried in a whisper. 
Remember the way the angel made the announcement: Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[b] the 
Lord. (Lk. 2:10b-11) Let that sink in for a moment. You’re not alone, no matter what you may think. God has 
decided not only to be your God but to come to where you are as you are. God entered into whatever stories 
they told themselves and rewrote their story. God is with you.

To make matters more present for us, the angel who announced the birth of Jesus for the sake of the entire 
world also announces this to you and for you. If you are uncertain what to say about this, you may begin to 
understand how those who first heard this news responded. There’s no shame in feeling dumbfounded by the 
whole thing. It’s stunning, to be sure. If we stood there among the first who heard this news, maybe we, too, 
wouldn’t really remember what came next.

I imagine God wanted those who hear this news, in the past, present, and future, to stay in the moment, to 
know how the entire world is wrapped in the wonder of love. And so instead of an angel saying anything more, 
God unleashes the heavenly host, who sings, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom God favors. (Lk. 2:14) We know neither the tone nor tune of this song, but what is made known 
to us is that all of this good news is for you and for us. It turns out that when Jesus was born, we would know 
that God favors us. God forgives us. God listens to us. God loves us. God stands with us. God walks with us, 
even in the valley of the shadow of death. (Ps. 23:4a)

Of course, what happens in the arrival of the good news of Jesus’s birth, is only the beginning. With each thing 
Jesus does, from the time after he’s born until the time he is raised from the dead, people find themselves 
confused and perplexed. Because, as it turns out, Jesus, God with us, isn’t going to do things the way the 
world would expect them to be done. Yet, Jesus does what he does, Martin Luther reminds us in the Small 
Catechism, “…so that we may be his own.”

In the season of Advent, our hearts, lives, and minds are opened by the power of God’s Holy Spirit. This 
preparation worked in us through the Spirit, making us ready to hear this good news again and again. God is 
with us. In what ways might God be at work in, with, and through us? Where and how might this good 
news meet us this Advent and Christmas? Where might we be surprised by hope? Where might 
we encounter an unconditional love?

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Paul Lutter, 
Interim Pastor
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Social Determinants of  Health

With all the glitter and noise of Christmas time today, we often forget that the first Christmas was remarkably different.  In that 
humble, cold stable, Mary and Joseph, trying to stay warm and safe while the Christ Child was born, is an image we have trouble 
relating to.

Of course, the reality is that many people in our country and the world cannot celebrate the bounty of Christmas.  Poverty, hunger, 
homelessness, poor access to health care, and many other factors make their experience closer to Joseph and Mary’s than ours.

In the past few years, national health experts have identified many “social determinants'' of health and well-being.  These factors are 
so powerful that, in the Twin Cities, research has demonstrated that persons living in a neighborhood just a few miles from another 
neighborhood have significantly shorter life spans due to their living conditions. 

Social determinants of health include

• Food insecurity: Lack of access to healthy food affects a person’s nutrition and diet.

• Race: Systemic inequality leads to worse health outcomes for minority communities.

• Income: Money ensures access to healthcare and influences other factors on this list.

• Education: Better education can lead to higher-paying jobs and more opportunities.

• Violence: Being a victim of violence, trauma, or abuse 

• Support: Without a strong support network, people are at greater risk of depression and other mental health challenges.

Inadequate Housing:  not having a safe, stable home affects physical and emotional health. The U.S. will never improve health care 
without addressing these social determinants of health.   Waiting until people get sick to help them is a losing battle. Healthcare 
systems are shifting their emphasis to reducing these risk factors, but too often, disparaging attitudes about poverty, race, or 
homelessness hinder progress.

As we celebrate the birth of Christ this Christmas, let’s remember the humble beginnings of this holiday.  What would Jesus want us 
to do to help those struggling, not just at Christmas but throughout the year? 

Blessed Christmas,

Sondra Weinzierl, 

RN, Faith Community Nurse

2023 PLEDGE 

You can mail in your pledge card or simply 
email finance@peaceofplymouth.org 
with your expected giving for 2023. 

Mail to:  Peace Lutheran Church
3695 Highway 101 N
Plymouth, MN  55446

Thank You for Your Giving
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FAITH IN DAILY LIFE - ANNIKA PETERSON
By Joni Sutton

Annika Peterson

As a girl growing up in Plymouth and at Peace, this month’s featured member 
would sometimes become nervous or embarrassed singing or performing 
in front of the congregation.  Now a college student, Annika Peterson has 
overcome those fears and thrives as a performer and communicator at 
Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) in Tacoma, Washington.  Read on to 
learn more about how this talented and generous young woman is living 
her vocation.  

Annika is in her fourth five years at PLU, majoring in Communications and 
Theatre.  She feels that she has a vocation to communicate and tell stories 
and can do this most directly when she is on stage as a performer.  “I want 
to be an avenue for stories to become a place of meaning for others,” she 
explains.  In her friendships, she also values good communication and 
works as an active and empathic listener.  With friends, she prefers to sit 
in conversation more than to be busy and always focus on “doing.”  She 
says that stories are the basis of friendship, and she likes to invest in the 
people she cares about on a deeper level rather than just being superficial 
friends.  

As a performer, Annika was very excited to earn her first main stage role at PLU in their production of 
“Urinetown” in the spring of 2020.  And then the world shut down.  Alone in her dorm room until she came 
home to Minnesota in mid-April, it was difficult seeing her friends leave, one by one, to return to their family 
homes.  After returning home herself, Annika initiated a children’s library at Peace, which stressed inclusivity.  
She and her family also created a jigsaw puzzle lending library at church.  

When the students returned to campus in the fall of 2020, they were secluded in their dorm rooms and were 
limited to distance learning.  Other than a friend in the dorm across the hall, Annika was very much alone in 
a single room.  She says that this was a challenging time.  Needless to say, there were still no performance 
outlets for this theatre major!  One positive outcome of the lockdown experience was that she acquired her 
own cat, Toblerone.  

With life more or less back to “normal,” Annika is busy on campus as an Admissions Communication Intern 
and as a campus tour guide.  She sings in PLU’s “Choir of the West” and is busy performing in school 
theatrical performances.  When this busy student needs some downtime, she can turn to working on cross-
stitch projects and making loop yarn blankets.  Something she loves about attending PLU is exploring the 
different landscapes of the Pacific Northwest.  She also loves her circle of friends and appreciates that she 
can now interact with them in person again. 

Annika is the daughter of Peace members Matt and Nancy Peterson and has two older siblings, Derek and 
Liese.  “I feel privileged to have a healthy and close relationship with my family,” she shares.  Annika, we at 
Peace feel privileged to have watched you become the lovely and gifted woman you are today.   We look 
forward to seeing what the world has in store for you next!
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I like to listen to music when I’m writing or reading or driving or 
thinking or walking or praying, or tying my shoes. I think you get 
the idea. I like music a lot. Like many, the kinds of music I listen to 
are often tied to my mood, purpose, or both. The music I listen to 
isn’t necessarily tied to a time of year or season. For instance, for 
a whole summer while in college, I listened to nothing except a CD 
filled with Christmas music. I remember fondly the look I got from 
my Grandma Millie when I picked her up on July 4 that summer 
– her birthday, mind you – to take her to the cabin our family had 
then. When I turned the car on, the air conditioning and the song 
Breath of Heaven by Amy Grant blasted inside the car. “Paul, don’t 
you know it’s not Christmas,” she asked. The look she gave me 
suggested that maybe I needed a calendar, a clue, or both.
         
So, about music: the other day, a group I really enjoy came to mind 
for no particular reason. There were two in the group – one was 
Lutheran, and the other is now an Episcopal priest – called Lost 
and Found. They call their sound speed wood, which is almost 
impossible to describe. It’s unique and full of joy. And not only do 
they convey joy, but their music is also a clear proclamation of the 
Gospel. If you’ve not heard them before, I invite you to check them 
out on YouTube or Spotify.
         
I am telling you about them because I will listen to their music again 
over the Advent season. If you try to find their music, you may look 
at me like Grandma Millie did in my car during college. I mean: 
the sound, like life, is neither gentle nor smooth. The words they 
sing are like a life preserver. Put together, the music’s different, as 
the kids would say. It’s not expected. The message is news, good 
news. Well, most of it is. Some of it is just fun and joyful – because 
Christian faith can be fun and joyful. The late German Lutheran 
pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was put to death 
toward the end of WWII, wrote, “Discipleship is a joy.” He’s right.
         
My intention in listening to Lost and Found is to be caught up in 
the strangeness and relief of the good news of Jesus coming to us 
and for us – not only as a child born in Bethlehem but again and 
again and again in our lives, until the Last Day, Jesus comes to 
us one final time to invite us into the fullness of joy and love and 
forgiveness and peace. Advent is not a runway to Christmas. It is 
being invited into the strangeness, joy, and hope of the God who is 
always with us. Advent is a strange time: we are invited into stillness as the world calls us into a flurry of activity. Advent is strange 
because we are invited into patience and peace when the world around us swirls and twirls. Advent invites us to pay attention when 
so many things pull and push us until we are not sure where we are and in which direction we need to turn. Advent invites us to settle 
into a love that surrounds us wholly and completely in the face of love’s opposite, so evident in our world.
         
I wonder how you’ll prepare during Advent for Christ’s coming to us again and again and again. I’m wondering here not so much 
about your holiday shopping as I am about your heart and faith. I wonder if you’d be willing to tell me about the things that help you 
know Christ’s presence with you in every moment. I think it’s helpful for others to know where we find nourishment for our faith and 
life so we can add to our collective imagination about how we enter and journey through this pivotal season. Our ears are opened 
wider to hear God’s voice through the cries of those whose lives are broken and afraid. Our eyes are focused on the world around 
us more concertedly as we wonder where mercy has made its home around us. Our hearts beat expansively as we are aware of 
those in need. We move our feet and bodies in community with those whose search for God’s presence includes grief and mourning 
around what has been lost and has not yet been found. God is with us in these ways as well.
 
In Christ’s peace,

Pastor Paul Lutter 

Blessed Are You Who Bear the Light
Blessed are you 

who bear the light
in unbearable times,

who testify
to its endurance

Amid the unendurable,
who bear witness
to its persistence

when everything seems 
in shadow
and grief.

Blessed are you
in whom

the light lives, 
in whom 

the brightness blazes--
your heart
a chapel,

an altar where 
in the deepest night

can be seen
the fire that

shines forth in you
in unaccountable faith,

in stubborn hope,
in love that illumines
every broken thing

it finds.

From the book Circle of Grace 

by Jan Richardson

Sounds of  Advent
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 Updates and Notices

COMMUNICATIONS
Want an announcement in the weekly email? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by Thursday 5pm.
Want an announcement in the monthly newsletter? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by the 5th of the previous month. 

Peace Notes is a monthly newsletter.   
Deadline for submissions
 is the 5th of  the month.

Prayer Requests
If you have prayer requests you can send them to prayer@peaceofplymouth.org and 
they will be added to the prayer chain email.  If you would like to receive the prayer 
chain emails sign-up under “News & Events” at peaceofplymouth.org 

3695 County Road 101 N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446  

763.478.9406             
peace@peaceofplymouth.org

www.peaceofplymouth.org

Peace Lutheran Church Staff
 
Interim Pastor  ............................Rev. Paul Lutter
Interim Minister of Music................... Jim Lansing
Organist .......................................... Anne Phillips
Office Manager  ................................Chris Bacon

Pastor Paul Lutter can be 
reached Sunday-Thursday 
paul@peaceofplymouth.org
507-440-0048 
(in case of emergency, 24/7)

Church office hours:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 am - 4 pm
or by appointment.

Please send mail to our street address:
3695 County Road, 101 N., Plymouth, MN  55446
The P.O. Box has been closed.

Join the National Lutheran 
Choir this holiday season for 
the 37th annual Christmas 
Festival, "Jesus Christ 
Yesterday, Today, Forever." 

Concerts will be held 
on December 9 and 10 at the Basilica of Saint Mary in 
Minneapolis, and a Livestream of the concert will be 
available during the 8:00 p.m. concert on December 9.

Visit NLCA.com for tickets and more details.

CROSS+Generational Christmas Pageant
 Sunday, December 11, 9 am

Music Festival, with Holy Communion, 
 Sunday, December 18, 9 am

Christmas Eve, Worship with Holy Communion
 Saturday, December 24, 4:30 pm

From time to time, I'm invited to write blogs and 
essays for various publications related to the Church. 
The link below is an essay I wrote for Church Anew. 
Church Anew is an initiative from St. Andrew Lutheran 
Church in Eden Prairie. 

They've asked me to write a series of essays for 
pastors and other leaders on hope. The pandemic 
has indeed taken its toll on congregations. It is equally 
true that the pandemic has taken a toll on pastors, 
deacons, and other leaders of congregations. 

The link below opens up to the first essay I wrote. 
Hope is a major theme in the season of Advent. I 
want you to know that I'm writing about mental health. 
I want you to know I'm better. Feel free to contact me 
if you'd like to discuss mental health issues. I'm glad 
to listen and to help you find good resources.

Pastor Paul Lutter

 
https://churchanew.org/blog/posts/paul-lutter-hope-has-you
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3695 County Road 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 www.peaceofplymouth.org | 763.478.9406 | peace@peaceofplymouth.org 

All Are Welcome Here
Invite Your Family & Friends

Peace is social!
Find us on Facebook 

@PeaceofPlymouth or search
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth to stay connected. 

YouTube Channel: Peace Lutheran Church of MN

Welcome. Worship. Service.
3695 County Road 101 N., Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

SUNDAY MORNING
9:00 am —Worship Live Streamed & In-Person

10:00 am —Fellowship & Education 

Christmas Eve Worship 
with Holy Communion

Saturday, December 24, 4:30 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, December 25, 9:00 am

Christmas Eve Worship 
with Holy Communion

Saturday, December 24, 4:30 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, December 25, 9:00 am


