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It started early in the day. I arrived at the counter after pumping gas into my car. I needed something to drink – a Diet Coke since I 
was going to be on the road for a while. And then again, when I stopped and rolled down my window to give directions to someone 
who was looking for a building directly behind them. Then again, at the restaurant, after the wait staff picked up the slip after I wrote 
in a tip. Then at the end of a phone call – hands-free, of course, since I was still making my trek. And in the voices over the radio at 
the end of their rather extensive conversation about whether we will reach a point of being done with all things pandemic.

As I waited at a rather lengthy stoplight, I began to reflect on these exchanges. What was missing was any expressed sense of 
gratitude between me and those with whom I came into contact. There were hints of impatience between us. Isn’t that often the 
case when we can’t quite express what’s really going on with us? Still, while gratitude may exist within us, it is most often buried 
underneath the pile of emotions whose presence within our hearts and minds is so pervasive any other emotion is squeezed into a 
corner no one can seem to readily access.

This reality struck me again the other day as I prepared for the first Adult Bible Study on Wednesday nights in our Fireside Room. 
We’re reading the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. There’s so much to love about this particular letter: Paul’s emphasis on 
freedom and the Spirit’s power, the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection for our lives and life together, the fruit of the Spirit, and 
this verse: “There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) And this one: “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery.”

Continued on page 2

We will continue to offer virtual worship via our website and YouTube channel.
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Any of these would be enough to fill our hearts and minds with a sense of gratitude, joy, and 
wonder. Imagine the possibility of these new realities in Christ Jesus!  And though Paul is clear 
about how each of these has completely transformed his own life for the better, Paul doesn’t 
utter even a syllable of gratitude for the Galatian churches, which he regularly did for other early 
Christian communities: in the beginning. Beyond pointing this out, scholars are not quick to offer 
reasons why.

It is interesting, though, that Paul doesn’t withhold a final blessing to the Galatian churches. 
“May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.” (Gal. 
6:18) This follows a verse in which Paul writes, “From now on, let no one make trouble for me, 
for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.” (Gal. 6:17, emphasis mine) Though Paul 
is sent by God, he’s also deeply human – and he knows it. Though Paul’s ire is raised a bit 
where the Galatians are concerned, his gratitude for the ways God works amid all Christian 
communities is his final word. What else is he to say to them? For Christ has set them free. 
Christ is in the process of bringing one from the many. In these – and many other ways, Jesus is 
making new what God’s people deem otherwise impossible. (Rev. 21:5b) Jesus is making new 
what we think would otherwise be impossible.

If you find yourself holding back gratitude for whatever reason, know you are not alone. Jesus 
understands your frustration and impatience. Jesus hears your prayers and sighs. Jesus is with 
you, blessing and caring for you. You see, Jesus knows that in the life of faith, we go through 
certain seasons. And so maybe how you’re feeling is the season you’re in. This doesn’t prevent 
God from growing within and through you what God promises. Ultimately, when it comes to 
newness, the return is always thirty, and sixty, and a hundredfold. It may not produce in the way 
we imagine, but thanks be to God that God is not limited to what we can imagine. And God is not 
limited in whom he brings about newness. You don’t need to wonder whether God is at work in 
your life. God promises to be on the loose in, with, and through you, no matter what. In this and 
every season, God can’t help but do what God promises in your life. For, in the end, you need 
to know that the God who raised Jesus from the dead is the God who created and called you by 
name. In this season of thanks, rest in this good news: God is thankful for you.

With Gratitude in Christ,

Rev. Paul Lutter, Interim Pastor

THANKS
Continued from front page

Pastor Paul Lutter

2



A note from Luther Seminary

If you’ve ever been confused by reading the Book of 
Revelation, you are not alone.

A dragon with seven heads… A beast rising out of 
the water… Death riding a pale horse… Brimstone 
and blood falling on the earth… The mark of the 
beast: 666… There’s definitely a lot to take in!

But don’t let the symbolism and the language be a 
stumbling block on your journey to understanding 
this unique book. There is also blessing, comfort, 
and hope to be found in its pages.

If you could use some insight, or even just a 
refresher, regarding the Book of Revelation, Luther 
Seminary would love to help. We’ve created a 
wonderful 5-session online course that we would 
like to offer you for free as a friend of the Seminary. 

This course is designed to give you an overview of 
the context, message, themes, and promises found 
in Revelation to better understand and apply its 
truths to your life and thinking. 

Get started with the free online course today: 

The Book of Revelation doesn’t 
have to be intimidating or 
confusing. Let Luther Seminary 
help you to understand and 
appreciate this amazing book of 
the Bible. 

Best regards, 

Jake Hennes
Director of Development

IOCP SLEEP OUT 2022
November 14 - December 11

THIS YEAR’S SLEEP OUT INCLUDES A 
“COMMUNITY CHALLENGE” TO REACH A GOAL 
OF 526 SLEEP OUT PARTICIPANTS.

WHY 526?
Because last year alone, Interfaith made 526 housing-
related financial assists to prevent local individuals and 
families from experiencing eviction or homelessness.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT WITH STICKERS AND SIGNS
Pick up a Sleep Out sign as early as Nov. 1 and place 
your sign by Nov. 7 to help spread the word before Sleep 
Out officially begins. Place them in your yard, on your 
porch – wherever you plan to hold your sleep out!

Every community member who picks up a Sleep Out 
sign will also get a Sleep Out 2022 sticker to show 
their commitment to raising awareness around housing 
insecurity in our community. Stick it on your water bottle, 
laptop, or folder to start the conversation about the 
importance of stable, affordable housing in our community.

DONATE FUNDS
You can also make a direct impact by donating to 
Interfaith’s Sleep Out – and helping us achieve our 
mission.   https://iocp.org/526-challenge/
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Adult Education Opportunities at Peace

This fall, two adult education opportunities began at Peace Lutheran Church. I’d like to tell you about them. And I’d like to invite you 
to join us at either of these opportunities– or both if you’re interested.  But before I tell you about them, I’d like to tell you why I’m 
telling you about each of them and why I’m inviting you to join us.

I love learning. And, I love to help others learn – about anything, really. Once when I was young, my Grandma Arbuckle was dating 
a man named Clem. Her first husband, my Grandpa A, had died a few years prior, near Christmas, due to a heart attack. When 
my Grandma A met Clem, she had almost all but given up on meeting someone new. So, when they started to date, I learned my 
Grandma A was smart and funny. And I watched her do her version of flirting with Clem. And as I watched them, I came to understand 
what love meant to her. Love was the state of being totally who she was.

I liked Clem well enough. He was kind and sweet to Grandma A and loved to win her grandchildren over by giving them candy – and 
whatever else they wanted. Once in a store, I brought a coloring book to my Grandma A and asked if she would buy it for me. She 
said no; Clem, however, said yes, and took the book to the register and purchased it.

When we reached the car, he fished it from the plastic bag in which it was placed and handed it to me. It was then that I realized that 
what I had asked for was, I kid you not, an anatomy coloring book. In the backseat of the car, on the way to Grandma A’s house, I 
turned the pages and soaked in whatever I could.

When we reached her house and went inside, Clem sat in the rocking chair Grandpa A used to sit in. I approached him with the book 
and thanked him. “Thanks, Clem. Want me to tell you what I’ve learned from this book?” He hadn’t realized that it was an anatomy 
coloring book until then. He invited me to sit with him in this chair. We looked through the pictures, and I talked about what we saw 
on each and every page. “I’m learning a lot from him,” Clem said to my Grandma A. She smiled and laughed a little. She had seen 
the cover of the book at the store. Her laughter, I’m sure, was aimed at Clem.

“What is the book about, Paul?” My Grandma A was quizzing me. I’m not sure she expected me to respond the way I did. “This book 
is about being human,” I said.

The two opportunities I want to invite you to help us continue to learn, in one way or another, what it means to be human – and 
Christian – in the world. One is a weekly adult Bible study on Wednesday evenings, from 6:00-6:45 p.m., in the Fireside Room. You 
don’t need to know anything about the Bible – all you need is to come with an open heart and mind, to bring your questions and 
ideas – and to be ready to laugh! It’s a great group (it’s not always the same people around the table, actually). The conversation is 
often easy and fun. The other is a weekly writing group on Sunday mornings from 10:15 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 
You don’t need to have a long and distinguished writing career. All you need is a willingness to write your story and to laugh. (Pen 
and paper provided.)

I’m inviting you to join in these opportunities – come and go as you’d like, really – because, in these two ways, I continue to grow in 
understanding what it means to be human and Christian. Sometimes, I open the Bible or sit in front of a piece of paper with a pen in 
hand and am unsure what will come. But in both these opportunities, I learn things. And I laugh.

Jesus often invited people to “come and see!” I’d like to invite you to “come and be,” and see what happens from there. There is 
room for you in both opportunities. I hope you’ll join us.

In Christ,

Pastor Paul Bible Study 
What it means to be human 
and Christian in the world. 

Wednesday evenings
Weekly - 6:00-6:45 p.m.

Fireside Room

Writing Group
Sunday Mornings

Weekly - 10:15 - 11:00 a.m. 
Fireside Room
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CHRIS BACON

FAITH IN DAILY LIFE - CHRIS BACON
By Joni Sutton

By the time she was eleven years old, this month’s featured Peace member had moved 
26 times.  Yet her memories of those years are of friendships made, not friendships lost.  
A woman who is living her vocation, Chris Bacon clearly is a resilient person who makes 
friends easily (and keeps them).  She knows the meaning of hard work and gives of 
herself as an employee and as a volunteer.

Those 26 moves Chris made as a child were due to the nature of her father’s job, 
which involved working for telephone and electrical contractors.  He wanted to have 
his family with him, as opposed to being away most of the time, so he brought his wife 
and two children ( Chris and her younger brother) with him as he went from town to 
town.  Fortunately, there were a few other families doing the same thing, so Chris and 
her brother grew up with the children from these other families.  They also learned how 
to make new friends, and it is a tribute to Chris’s parents that she focused more on the 
new friends she would make than on the ones she was leaving behind.  One constant 
for Chris was attending the local Lutheran church.  She remembers one rural church with 
ten pews and a wood-burning stove and has vivid memories of attending VBS, receiving 
her first Bible, and going to Sunday School at these various and diverse churches.  When 
she was eleven, her parents decided it was time for the children to settle into one place, 
so they moved to Bloomington and stayed there.  Chris attended Lincoln High School and Christ the King Lutheran Church, where 
she was active in Luther League, sang in the choir, and co-taught confirmation with a friend.  This is also where she and her 
husband, Jack, were married. 

Chris spent most of her career in recruitment advertising, with 35 years being spent at the agency from which she retired.  At the end 
of her time there, she was an Account Director.  It was a fast-paced environment, and she worked long hours.  When the opportunity 
for an early retirement came along in 2016, she took it.  Not long after, a part-time position became available at Peace, and she 
jumped at it.  A member since 1984, she had already been thinking that she would like to work at Peace if the opportunity arose.   
Now the time was right.  “I always thought I belonged working in a place that served the needs of others,” she says.  The ad agency 
did not fulfill her desires in that way.  At Peace, “I thought my previous work experience could apply as well as my experience as a 
volunteer at Peace.  I felt it was a calling.  Peace was a place I should be, helping others.”  At the ad agency, the parent company 
used the phrase “Truth Well Told” as part of its branding.  She always felt comfortable with this value in her company.  But now, at 
Peace, she can truly help other people in a calm, flexible environment.  “Whether it is making referrals to outside agencies, learning 
more about the church, participating in programs that Peace may be involved in, or simply working to help prepare the Sunday 
service, it feels like a great fit for me,” she explains. 

As a member at Peace, Chris has taught Sunday School, was a regular volunteer for Families Moving Forward, has been a 
communion assistant, has worked on Peaceful Nights, has sung in the choir, served on multiple committees, helped at Summer Day 
Camp, sewn altar paraments, served on Council three times and has twice been Council President.  Most recently, she has spent 
time with Peace’s sponsored Afghan family.  Outside of church, Chris loves to travel and manages to take one overseas trip per year 
with three of her girlfriends.  She and Jack have been able to go on some cruises and a few other international trips as well.  “Travel 
has helped me gain a new perspective on the way people live in other countries and take that home to further the realization of how 
well Americans live and the privileges we have,” she says. In her “spare” time, she is currently serving on two volunteer boards of 
directors. In addition, Chris is a seamstress who made her own wedding dress and, at one point, had a business creating and sewing 
window treatments.  Chris and Jack have two sons and two grandchildren (and two dogs), and they enjoy spending time with their 
families. 

“It has been part of my life to work as a volunteer and give back to the community,” Chris tells us.  From her days in high school as 
a “candy striper” at Fairview Hospital to now, when she is still volunteering to serve where needed, Chris has learned how fulfilling 
it can be to give back to her church and to her community.  Chris, thank you for your countless hours as a volunteer at church and 
beyond and for the meaningful work you do in our church office!
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Peace Retreat
Luther Crest Bible Camp. Alexandria, MN  September 16 - 18
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 Updates and Notices

COMMUNICATIONS
Want an announcement in the weekly email? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by Thursday 5pm.
Want an announcement in the monthly newsletter? Email Chris@peaceofplymouth.org by the 5th of the previous month. 

Peace Notes is a monthly newsletter.   
Deadline for submissions
 is the 5th of  the month.

Prayer Requests
If you have prayer requests you can send them to prayer@peaceofplymouth.org and 
they will be added to the prayer chain email.  If you would like to receive the prayer 
chain emails sign-up under “News & Events” at peaceofplymouth.org 

3695 County Road 101 N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446  

763.478.9406             
peace@peaceofplymouth.org

www.peaceofplymouth.org

Peace Lutheran Church Staff
 
Interim Pastor  ............................Rev. Paul Lutter
Interim Minister of Music................... Jim Lansing
Organist .......................................... Anne Phillips
Office Manager  ................................Chris Bacon

Pastor Paul Lutter can be 
reached Sunday-Thursday 
paul@peaceofplymouth.org
507-440-0048 
(in case of emergency, 24/7)

Church office hours:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 am - 4 pm
or by appointment.

Please send mail to our street address:
3695 County Road, 101 N., Plymouth, MN  55446
The P.O. Box has been closed.

All Saints Sunday
November 6, 9:00 am
We commemorate the lives of those who have gone 
before us.

A congregational forum will be held at 10:00 am 
on Sunday, November 6th, in the fellowship hall 
to share more detail on what we have learned with 
our "fertile soil" exploration and to gather input from 
members. If you are interested in being part of these 
conversations but unavailable for this time option- 
please reach out to Janelle Leppa at (612) 205-9207 
or janelleleppa@gmail.com to schedule an alternative 
time for conversation with one of our council members.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship & Pie 
Fellowship
We give thanks to God for the blessings in our lives.  
Join us for worship on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, 
November 23, at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary and live-
streamed. As in years past, we invite all to stay after 
worship for fellowship and pie! Sign up to bring a pie 
to share by visiting www.peaceofplymouth.org and 
clicking on the sign-up button.

Christmas Pageant Dates
   Practice after Sunday worship: 
 November 13, 20, 27, and December 4
   Practice: Wednesday, December 7 at 6 pm
   Dress Rehearsal: Saturday, December 10 at 10 am
   Pageant in Worship: Sunday, December 11 at 9 am
    
First Sunday in Advent and 
Greening of the Church
November 27, 9 am worship service

Journey Together
Wednesday, November 30, 6 pm
Becoming Disciples
(no meeting in December)
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3695 County Road 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 www.peaceofplymouth.org | 763.478.9406 | peace@peaceofplymouth.org 

All Are Welcome Here
Invite Your Family & Friends

Peace is social!
Find us on Facebook 

@PeaceofPlymouth or search
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth to stay connected. 

YouTube Channel: Peace Lutheran Church of MN

Welcome. Worship. Service.
3695 County Road 101 N., Plymouth, MN 55446-2907

SUNDAY MORNING
9:00 am —Worship Live Streamed & In-Person

10:00 am —Fellowship & Education 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship Service

Wednesday, November 23, 
6:30 p.m.

Pie and fellowship 


