
Gather

PRELUDE From Heaven Above Johann Pachelbel

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

+GATHERING SONG Comfort, Comfort, Now My People ELW 256

ADVENT CANDLE WREATH LIGHTING                                                                  The Burrack Family
ONE: Sometimes we pray, facing an unknown fate.
Sometimes we pray, facing an uncertain world.
MANY: Although he would soon be thrown to the lions, Daniel trusted in God.
We hold that hope.

ONE: When life takes us to the dangerous edge, we face our own lions.
We stay awake through the night, trying to tame depression, debt, job loss, addiction, broken
relationships.
MANY: We draw our hope from God. And at dawn, the light comes again.

Light the first candle (blue).

ONE: “God is rescuer and savior; God performs signs and miracles in heaven and on earth.”  Our living
God gives hope.
MANY: Amen

+HYMN: Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ELW 244
vs 4 only

Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;

arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.

With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see

the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!
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+ONE: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast love
endures forever.
MANY: Amen.

ONE: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

ONE:  Most merciful God,
MANY:  we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored voices
that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. We have
spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community. We truly repent of things we have
done and left undone.For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.Restore our troubled spirits, so
that we may live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen.

ONE:  Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father,and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
MANY: Amen.

+PRAYER OF THE DAY
ONE:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
MANY:  Amen.

Word

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal
reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us
walk in the light of that Lord now!”

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
 2In days to come
  the mountain of the Lord’s house
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
  and shall be raised above the hills;
 all the nations shall stream to it.
  3Many peoples shall come and say,
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
  to the house of the God of Jacob;
 that he may teach us his ways
  and that we may walk in his paths.”
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
 4He shall judge between the nations,
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
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 they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
  and their spears into pruning hooks;
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
  neither shall they learn war any more.
 5O house of Jacob,
  come, let us walk
  in the light of the Lord!

PSALM: 122
 1I was glad when they said to me,
  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
 2Now our feet are standing
  within your gates, O Jerusalem.
 3Jerusalem is built as a city
  that is at unity with itself;
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
 5For there are the thrones of judgment,
  the thrones of the house of David.
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
  “May they prosper who love you.
 7Peace be within your walls
  and quietness within your towers.
 8For the sake of my kindred and companions,
  I pray for your prosperity.
 9Because of the house of the Lord our God,
  I will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING:  Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s
coming in the future.

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

ONE:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
MANY:  Thanks be to God
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+GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our
normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly,
because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.
42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if
the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

ONE:  The Gospel of our Lord.
MANY:  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                    Rev. Paul Lutter

SERMON Wake Up! Rev. Paul Lutter

+HYMN OF THE DAY Once in Royal David's City ELW 269

+ONE: With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the Triune God.
MANY: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day Christ rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. AMEN
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+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

ONE:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.
A brief silence.

ONE:  God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your
redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
MANY:  hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered
plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
MANY:  hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’
birth. God, in your mercy,
MANY:  hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of loving kindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care.
God, in your mercy,
MANY:  hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in
transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders.
Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now
rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your
mercy,
MANY:  hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
MANY:  Amen.

+SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
ONE: The peace of Christ be with you always.
MANY: And also with you.
ONE: Let us share the peace of Christ with those around you.

OFFERING "Do Lord, Remember Me" YOUTH CHOIR
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+OFFERING PRAYER
ONE:  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these
simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of
your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.
MANY:  Amen.

+PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US
ONE: Invited into the abundant life of faith, let us pray together,
MANY: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever.  AMEN

Send

+BENEDICTION
ONE: Let us pray together the Prayer of Good Courage. O God,
MANY: you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as
yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. AMEN

+SENDING SONG It Came Upon a Midnight Clear ELW 282

+DISMISSAL
ONE: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
MANY: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE It Came Upon a Midnight Clear David Cherwin
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Serving today:
Interim Pastor Rev. Paul Lutter
Interim Minister of Music Jim Lansing
Organist & Pianist Yvonne Grover
Cantor David Jopke
Musicians Youth Choir
Advent Family Kristina & Adam Burrack, David, Nathan & Rebecca
Greeter Monte and Evie Anderson
Usher Don Davidson
Lector Pam Hughes
Offering Counters Jack Bacon & Dan Anderson
Zoom & Livestream Coordinators Steve Johnson, Peter Leppa, Scott Rusten,

Bob Samuelson & Jason Tofteland
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S
*************************************************************************

WEEK OF NOV. 27, 2022

TODAY
Worship 9am
Families are encouraged to have their children in
worship, but the nursery is available if needed. It
will be open but not staffed; please plan to
supervise your own children inside.

The altar flowers are given today by Lisa and Brian
Lukis in honor of their Grandparents, with
gratitude.

JOURNEY TOGETHER
The Wednesday, November 30 Journey gathering
has been canceled.

WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Join Pastor Paul for an Adult Bible Study on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 6:45 pm. The
purpose of the study is to connect our faith in Jesus
Christ with our daily lives. All you need is a Bible
and curiosity about what God might be up to in the
world, our congregation, and with us.

WRITING GROUP
The Writing Group will meet in the Fireside Room
at 10:15 am today.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS & INVITE YOUR
LOVED ONES
Consider how you might share Christ’s LOVE as we
worship.  Bring a loved one to these events!

Sunday, December 11 - Christmas Pageant, 9:00am
Sunday, December 18 - Christmas Music Festival, 9am

“Peace”
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship,
4:30pm with Holy Communion

NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Join the National Lutheran Choir this holiday
season for the 37th annual Christmas Festival,
"Jesus Christ Yesterday, Today, Forever." Concerts
will be held December 9 and 10 at the Basilica of
Saint Mary in Minneapolis, and a livestream of the
concert will be available during the 8:00 p.m.
concert on Dec. 9. Visit NLCA.com for tickets and
more details.

GENEROSITY 2023- PLEDGING is a powerful
way to say, “Thank You” to God, and an important
faith practice. You are invited to pledge for nextyear
via a paper card sent to you or you can email
finance@peaceofplymouth.org.

HOPE DURING ADVENT
From time to time, I'm invited to write blogs and
essays for a variety of publications related to the
Church. The link below is an essay I wrote for
Church Anew. Church Anew is an initiative that
comes out of St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Eden
Prairie. They've asked me to write a series of essays
for pastors and other leaders on hope. It is true that
the pandemic has taken its toll on congregations. It
is equally true that the pandemic has taken a toll on
pastors, deacons, and other leaders of
congregations. The link below opens up to the first
essay I wrote. Hope is a major theme in the season
of Advent. I want you to know that what I'm writing
about is mental health. I want you to know I'm
feeling better. Feel free to be in contact with me if
you'd like to talk about mental health issues. I'm
glad to listen and to help you find good resources.
https://churchanew.org/blog/posts/paul-lutter-hope-
has-you
Peace,
Pastor Paul Lutter
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