A LITURGY FOR
EARTHKEEPING

Sunday, April 18, 2021
The Second Sunday of Easter
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth

Stephen's Witness
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be set free, rest here in  your home.
may we give love that  has no bounds.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: God of abundance, the land we walk on is holy ground.
Send forth your grace to help us heal the wounds of this world.
Open up the soil of our hearts to your word of life.
May we be strengthened by this time together and grow into who you are creating us to be.

MANY: AMEN

OPENING SONG Come and See Hans Peterson & Larry Olson
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CONFESSION

ONE: Sisters and brothers, we come to the God of mercy mindful that the creation upon which we all depend
is suffering. The immense beauty surrounding us, the complex web of life supporting us has been broken by
our hands. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

silence for reflection



Loving God, you have placed us as stewards within your creation. But we have poisoned the waters,
exhausted the soils and polluted the air. By our own hand we have spoiled the life giving resources upon
which we all depend.

As Jesus’ disciples, we are called to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and tend to the sick. Instead, we take
the wealth of the world into our own houses and leave your children in need. God of all life,
MANY: we confess our part in a broken world.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

ONE: As surely as the rain comes forth to water the earth, God’s mercy comes to us as a gift, abundant and
freely given. The same God who created the cosmos and raised Jesus from death to life brings healing and
forgiveness to the world today. You are loved, you are restored. In Christ, you are forgiven.

MANY: Thanks be to God.

SONG OF PRAISE Praise to You Hans Peterson & Larry Olson
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We are lost and we are long-ing, wand'-ring in the wild - er - ness,
Hear the cries of all cre - a-tion, how the tears like ri - vers flow
May we live your way of jus-tice, may we walk your way of peace.
Autf to Refrain
) A INAT
y S Y
(5 M o 1 _ T . J -
PY) Y
search - ing for your hol -y pres-ence and the rea - son we ex - ist.
for your touch  of  grace and heal - ing and the love that leads us home.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

ONE: Let us pray. The eyes of all look to you, O God. Turn our hearts and minds to your open hand that
provides for every living thing, so that we may know your generosity and participate in the healing and
restoration of all that you have made, in Jesus’ name we pray.

MANY: AMEN

SCRIPTURE Acts 6:1-7:1, 51-60
Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called
together the whole community of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we should neglect the word of
God in order to wait on tables. *Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good

standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, *while we, for our part, will
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devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word." *What they said pleased the whole community, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. °They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed
and laid their hands on them.’The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

5Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. * Then some of those who
belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those
from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. '’ But they could not withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit with which he spoke. "' Then they secretly instigated some men to say, “We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” '* They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the
scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. > They set up
false witnesses who said, “This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law** for we
have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses
handed on to us.” '* And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like
the face of an angel.

(7) Then the high priest asked him, “Are these things so? > And Stephen replied:

>l “You stiff-necked people, in your thoughts and hearing you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as
your ancestors used to do. > Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who
foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. > You are
the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.”

**When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen: ** But filled with the
Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *
“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” *’ But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. *® Then they dragged him out
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
Y While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

ONE: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
MANY: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Kjell M. Ferris



SONG OF THE DAY

Your Love is Everlasting

Hans Peterson & Larry Olson
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APOSTLES’ CREED
ONE: With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the Triune God.
MANY: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day Christ rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. AMEN

PRAYERS
ONE: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation...

silence

ONE: Jesus, healer, continue to aid your people amidst pandemic. Speed the spread of vaccines and slow the
spread of the virus. Heal those who are sick, protect frontline workers and aid those who are suffering
economically. Lord in your mercy,

MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE: God of vocation, people all around the globe are giving of themselves on behalf of this world.
Strengthen in them the sense of meaning and purpose that comes as we live out our faith in our daily lives.
Lord in your mercy,

MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE: God of the Universe, your Creation sings songs of praise! Help us to notice miracles big and small,
wonder in faith and science together, and understand our roles in this complex world. Inspire our joy to
nurture God’s creation: water, air, land and living things. Lord in your mercy,

MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE: Holy Spirit, you work among us in ways we do not understand. We name before you, aloud and in our
hearts, those we know who are in need of your healing and comfort ...

ONE: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
MANY: AMEN



SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

ONE: The peace of Christ be with you always.

MANY: And also with you.

ONE: Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING God of Stars and Distant Planets =~ Hans Peterson and Larry Olson
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US
ONE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,
MANY: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. AMEN

WELCOME TO THE TABLE



HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Healer Larry Olson
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all, all to - geth - er stand.
all find our com - mon ground.
all, all to - geth - er stand.
COMMUNION BLESSING
+BENEDICTION

ONE: Let us pray together the Prayer of Good Courage.

MANY: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading
us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN



SENDING SONG Go Now with God Hans Peterson & Larry Olson
verses 1 and 4
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Va - mos, va - mos, va - mos con Dios.
DISMISSAL

ONE: Go in Peace, serve the Lord.
MANY: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Go Now with God Hans Peterson & Larry Olson



Acknowledgements:

The Earthkeeping Liturgy songs are printed by permission of OneLicense.net #A-712130.
Scriptural passages are from the NRSV, reprinted with permission.

Serving today:
Presider & Guitar

Pianist

Percussionist

Vocalists

Lector

Worship Assistants

Zoom & Livestream Coordinators

Rev. Kjell M. Ferris

Anne Phillips

Joni Sutton

Matt & Nancy Peterson

Angela & Roger Birnbaum

Eleanor Ferris, Heidi Ferris

Roger Birnbaum, Steve Johnson, Phil Mennicke,
Scott Rusten, Bob Samuelson, Jason Tofteland

=

LUTHERAN CHURCH

10



