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The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth
The Rich Man and Lazarus

GATHER
PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
ONE: The Holy Spirit empowers us to confess our sins… to tell ourselves the truth in love. We seek
repentance and forgiveness. We seek to get up from our falls, overcome our mistakes and face hurt in a way
that brings more wisdom and wholeheartedness, allowing us to live Christ-like lives.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin:
we are quick to tell partially true stories where we are right and good,
we often assume other people’s motives are mean-spirited, and
we don’t want to wade into the messiness of life.
We have not loved you wholeheartedly.
We have not loved our neighbors and friends and enemies with the courage you have created in us. For Jesus
sake, strengthen us to rumble with our failings and rise strong in your love.

ONE: The Rising Strong endings to our stories are grounded in the love source of the universe, which we call
Jesus. As we struggle with our brokenness and work to change how we engage with the world, God’s
forgiveness works in us. The love of Jesus ultimately transforms the way we live, love, and lead.
Your sins are forgiven, you are free.
MANY: AMEN
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
ONE: Divine Word,
You sent Moses to speak law to the people and bring order to chaos. You sent prophets to speak repentance
and bring hope to the hopeless. You sent your son, Jesus, to become your living Word. Open our ears to hear
your word, and our hearts to reflect the light of your truth to others, for the sake of the Incarnate Word, Jesus
Christ.
MANY: AMEN
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WORD
SCRIPTURE Luke 16:19-31
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with
what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you
are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then, father, I
beg you to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they
will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they
should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even
if someone rises from the dead.’”

ONE: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
MANY: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Kjell Ferris
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SONG OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712
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APOSTLES’ CREED
ONE: With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the Triune God.
MANY: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day Christ rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. AMEN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
ONE:  We come before God with prayers on behalf of creation, the nations of the world, Christ’s church, and
all who are in need.

Silence

ONE: God of the Journey, may our Lenten practices renew us in faith and inspire us to actions that create
justice and joy in your world. Lord in your mercy,
MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE: God of the Journey, you set out with courage and vulnerability, giving yourself as the ultimate sacrifice
for the healing of the world.  Yet, today there is discord between parties and nations, citizens and governments,
which continues to tear your peace and justice apart. Lord in your mercy,
MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of the Journey, make us vulnerable in our journeys, that we might see not only how we participate
in divisions, but how we might contribute to resolution. Lord in your mercy,
MANY: hear our prayer.

ONE:  God of the Journey, you cannot help but stop along the way to heal and restore, to lift up and renew, to
comfort all who are in need.  We name before you, aloud and in our hearts, those we know who are in need of
your healing comfort … 1 year since COVID began...

ONE:  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
MANY:  AMEN
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SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
ONE: The peace of Christ be with you all.
MANY: And also with you.
ONE: Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING Jesus, Keep me Near the Cross words by Fanny J. Crosby,
music by Willian H. Doane

1) Jesus, keep me near the cross,
there's a precious fountain;
free to all, a healing stream

flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

Refrain
In the cross, in the cross

be my glory ever;
till my ransomed soul shall find

rest beyond the river.

2) Near the cross, a trembling soul
love and mercy found me;

there the bright and morning star
sheds its beams around me. Refrain

3) Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
bring its scenes before me;

help me walk from day to day
with its shadow o'er me. Refrain

4) Near the cross I'll watch and wait,
hoping, trusting ever,

till I reach the golden strand
just beyond the river. Refrain

OFFERTORY PRAYER ELW p. 64
ONE:  Let us pray.  God our provider,  you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
MANY: AMEN

PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US
ONE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,
MANY: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. AMEN

SEND

SENDING HYMN I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Text: ELW 332
Tune: ELW 723

1) I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"Come unto me and rest;

lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast."

I came to Jesus as I was,
so weary, worn, and sad;

I found in him a resting-place,
and he has made me glad.

2) I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"Behold, I freely give

the living water, thirsty one;
stoop down and drink and live."

I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.

3) I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"I am this dark world's light;

look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright."

I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun;

and in that light of life I'll walk
till trav'ling days are done.

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL
ONE: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;

be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

MANY: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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