February 7, 2021

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth
Raising the Widow’s Son

The Season of Epiphany

LIVING FAITHFULLY
IN GOD’S WORLD

PRELUDE Prelude on ST. ANNE Healey
Willan

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
ONE: In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
MANY: AMEN

ONE: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

MANY: AMEN

ONE: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

ONE: Most merciful God,

MANY: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. AMEN

ONE: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

MANY: AMEN






GATHERING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A  thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter-nal home:

suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.

from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.

short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the r1is-ing  sun.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
ONE: Healing Lord,
By your goodness you healed many who were ill, even raising the dead to life. Restore us to new life,

healing our hearts, minds, and spirits, so that we may proclaim praise and gratitude for your compassion
to all who will hear. In the name of the one who is himself new life, Jesus Christ our savior.
MANY: AMEN

SCRIPTURE
Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant

After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2 A centurion
there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death. 3 When he heard about
Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. 4 When they came to
Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves
our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 6 And Jesus went with them, but when he was
not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for [ am
not worthy to have you come under my roof; 7 therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak
the word, and let my servant be healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me;
and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and
the slave does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed

him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” 10 When those who had been sent
returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.

Luke 7:1-10



Luke 7:11-17
Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son at Nain
11 Soon afterwards Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went with him. 12
As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother’s
only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town. 13 When the Lord saw her,
he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came forward and touched the bier,
and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!”’ 15 The dead man sat up and
began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God,
saying, “A great prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on his people!” 17 This
word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country.

ONE: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
MANY: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Kjell M. Ferris
SONG OF THE DAY Blest Be the Ties That Bind ELW 656
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris - ttan  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’'s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - twal woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - m -ty of heart and mind s like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - mi - ty.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
ONE: Let us confess our faith in the triune God-with-us:
MANY: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. AMEN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
ONE: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

silence

ONE: Light of the World, you shine in the midst of turmoil and strife. Give us eyes to see your actions
and courage to participate in your mission of love for the world. Bless the Peace Lutheran community and
let your life-giving light shine through us to bring peace and plenty in your world. Hear Us, O God,
MANY: your mercy is great.

ONE: Light of the World, you were cleansed and made whole through the waters of baptism. Help us to
know the great value of water in our world. Open our hearts and minds to learn what it means to live

sustainably, abundantly, and joyfully within the creation you have so graciously given us. Hear Us, O
God,
MANY: your mercy is great.

ONE: Light of the World, you valued the outcast by listening to them and going to their homes. Help us
to joyfully share in your ministry of bringing hope to the world, and give us wisdom to see how to live
your love. Hear Us, O God,

MANY: your mercy is great.

ONE: Light of the World, there are many among us who hurt in body, soul, and mind. Open us to their
struggles, empower us to sustain them in their time of need, and grant them comfort. Both aloud and in
the silence of our hearts we name those we know in need of your care before you now... all who are
suffering from the COVID pandemic, all who are working for health and healing, the leaders of our
nation...

ONE: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your
Son, Jesus Christ.
MANY: AMEN

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

ONE: The peace of Christ be with you all.

MANY: And also with you.

ONE: Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another.



OFFERING O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts text by Bernard of Clairvaux,
music by W. Gardiner

OFFERING PRAYER

ONE: Good and loving God,

MANY: we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your
grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessings for others. With the trees of the
field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US
ONE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,
MANY: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. AMEN

WELCOME TO THE TABLE



COMMUNION MUSIC By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469
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1 By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.
2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour-age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts

we did not

la - bor,

by your grace have we been fed:

Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come whatwe re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er - flow-ing, life out - poured,
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.
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COMMUNION BLESSING



BENEDICTION

ONE: Let us pray together the Prayer of Good Courage.

MANY: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not

knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing ELW 545
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2 Thanks we
3 Sav - lor,

1 Lord, dis - miss us

give and

with your bless-ing, fill

us

our hearts with joy and peace;
ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
when your love shall call

from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-"ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
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DISMISSAL

ONE: Go in Peace, serve the Lord.

MANY: Thanks be

to God!
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