January 31, 2021

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth
Healing on the Sabbath

The Season of Epiphany

LIVING FAITHFULLY
IN GOD’S WORLD

PRELUDE Prelude on REPTON Robert J. Powell
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
ONE: In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
MANY: AMEN

ONE: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

MANY: AMEN

ONE: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

ONE: Most merciful God,

MANY: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. AMEN

ONE: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

MANY: AMEN



GATHERING HYMN Open Our Eyes, Lord LS 31
Sing two times.
Open our eyes, Lord;
We want to see Jesus,
To reach out and touch him,
And say that we love him.

Open our ears, Lord,
and help us to listen.
Open our eyes, Lord,
we want to see Jesus.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

ONE: Lord of the Sabbath, Your followers were told not to work on the Sabbath, and yet they boldly
plucked grain to show that you are Lord of all. The world tells us not to rest on the Sabbath. Show us how
to rest boldly, rejecting conventions that go against your will, and instead praying and resting as you did
up on the mountain, for the glory of your word and work, Lord Jesus Christ.

MANY: AMEN

SCRIPTURE Luke 6:1-16

The Question about the Sabbath

One sabbath while Jesus was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked some heads of grain,
rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is
not lawful on the sabbath?” 3 Jesus answered, “Have you not read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence,

which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and gave some to his companions?” 5 Then he said to
them, “The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.”

The Man with a Withered Hand

6 On another sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and taught, and there was a man there whose right hand
was withered. 7 The scribes and the Pharisees watched him to see whether he would cure on the sabbath,
so that they might find an accusation against him. 8 Even though he knew what they were thinking, he
said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come and stand here.” He got up and stood there. 9 Then
Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to
destroy it?” 10 After looking around at all of them, he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and
his hand was restored. 11 But they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might
do to Jesus.

Jesus Chooses the Twelve Apostles

12 Now during those days Jesus went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God.
13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles: 14
Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and John, and Philip, and
Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the
Zealot, 16 and Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

ONE: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
MANY: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Kjell M. Ferris



SONG OF THE DAY We Come to You for Healing, Lord ELW 617
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APOSTLES’ CREED
ONE: Let us confess our faith in the triune God-with-us:
MANY: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. AMEN

PRAYERS
ONE: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

silence

ONE: Light of the World, you shine in the midst of turmoil and strife. Give us eyes to see your actions
and courage to participate in your mission of love for the world. Bless the Peace Lutheran community and
let your life-giving light shine through us to bring peace and plenty in your world. Hear Us, O God,
MANY: your mercy is great.

ONE: Light of the World, you were cleansed and made whole through the waters of baptism. Help us to
know the great value of water in our world. Open our hearts and minds to learn what it means to live
sustainably, abundantly, and joyfully within the creation you have so graciously given us. Hear Us, O
God,

MANY: your mercy is great.

ONE: Light of the World, you valued the outcast by listening to them and going to their homes. Help us
to joyfully share in your ministry of bringing hope to the world, and give us wisdom to see how to live
your love. Hear Us, O God,

MANY: your mercy is great.

ONE: Light of the World, there are many among us who hurt in body, soul, and mind. Open us to their
struggles, empower us to sustain them in their time of need, and grant them comfort. Both aloud and in
the silence of our hearts we name those we know in need of your care before you now... all who are
suffering from the COVID pandemic, all who are working for health and healing, the leaders of our
nation...

ONE: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your
Son, Jesus Christ.
MANY: AMEN

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

ONE: The peace of Christ be with you all.

MANY: And also with you.

ONE: Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING We Come to You For Healing Anne Krentz Organ



OFFERING PRAYER

ONE: Good and loving God,
MANY: we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your
grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessings for others. With the trees of the

field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US
ONE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,
MANY: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. AMEN

WELCOME TO THE TABLE
COMMUNION MUSIC By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469
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COMMUNION BLESSING
BENEDICTION

ONE: Let us pray together the Prayer of Good Courage.
MANY: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not

knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN



SENDING SONG

The Church of Christ, in Every Age

ELW 729
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DISMISSAL

ONE: Go in Peace, serve the Lord.

MANY: Thanks be to God!




Acknowledgements:
© Augsburg Fortress. All ELW elements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL14294.

LS 31 Open our eyes, Lord
Text and music by Bob Cull,
words printed by permission of CCLI License #20086108.

ELW 617 We Come to You For Healing, Lord

Text by Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., music by Hugh Wilson, MARTYRDOM,
used with permission by OneLicense.net #A-712130.

ELW 469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People

Text by Susan R. Briehl, music by Marty Haugen, CAMROSE,
used with permission by OneLicense.net #A-712130.

ELW 729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age

Text by Fred Pratt Green, music by William Knapp, WAREHAM,
used with permission by OneLicense.net #A-712130.

Serving today:

Preacher Rev. Kjell M. Ferris

Organist & Pianis Anne Phillips

Vocalists Angela Akhigbe and Iris Ferris

Lectors Mark Stavrum, Lisa Lukis, Don Davidson
Worship Assistants Eleanor Ferris, Heidi Ferris

Zoom & Livestream Coordinators  Steve Johnon, Stefanie Fiser Kleven, Scott Rusten,
Bob Samuelson & Jason Tofteland

-

sy

' y

LUTHERAN CHURCH



