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Second Sunday of Advent 
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Joel: God’s Promised Spirit 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PRELUDE Peace George Winston 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 
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ADVENT CANDLE WREATH LIGHTING 
In a torn world, we wonder how to act with compassion. 
In our own lives, we wonder where to find harmony. 
Even when we don’t agree on the details, we want the same thing. 
We all want peace. 
Like people in exile, we feel displaced. 
We try to find our way in a world where we cannot find our familiar landmarks, forgetting to look to God 
first. 
Without God, there is no peace. 
Even now, we can return to God. 
 
Light the first and second candles. (both BLUE) 
 
“Return to the Lord your God, for God is merciful and compassionate, very patient, full of faithful love, 
and ready to forgive.” 
Our forgiving God brings peace. 
 
 
ADVENT CANDLE SONG Emmanuel W&P 36 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
ONE: Loving Lord,  
When we have strayed, you have called us to come home to you. “Return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing.” With all our hearts we 
return to you, and gratefully accept your gentle love, for the sake of the one whose spirit lives in us, Jesus 
Christ, our loving savior. 
MANY: AMEN 
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SCRIPTURE Joel 12: 12-13, 28-29 
 
12 Yet even now, says the Lord, 
    return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13  rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
    and relents from punishing. 
 
28 Then afterward 
    I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
    your old men shall dream dreams, 
    and your young men shall see visions. 
29 Even on the male and female slaves, 
    in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 
 
ONE: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
MANY: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Rev. Kjell M. Ferris 
 
SONG OF THE DAY Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247 

 
 
CREED 
ONE: As we wait for the Christ child we continue to confess our faith in the Triune God. 
MANY: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day Jesus rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. AMEN 

 
GREENING OF THE HOME Lance and Lisa Novak 
 
PRAYERS 
ONE: In the silence following each petition, we are invited to lift up to God - through a single word, short 
phrase or mental image - whatever concerns lie on your heart.  Hold that word, phrase, or image in your 
mind, placing that concern before God in the silence. 
 
Let us pray,  
Emmanuel--God with us--you turned from glory to humility, taking on a human body to walk among us. 
Let us pray for the world you love, for the creation you breathed into being and for all your people. 
 
Word of Life, we pray for your creation and all marginalized people... 
Ruler of the Nations, we pray for the leaders and politicians of the world… 
Emmanuel, Divine-with-us, we pray for your church... 
Healer of our Every Ill, we pray for those in need of healing in body, mind or spirit... 
Mighty Counselor, we pray for our own soul, body and mind… 
 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
MANY:  AMEN 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
ONE: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
MANY: And also with you. 
ONE: Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING Jingle Bells 

Carol of the Bells 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, arr. Bastien 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US  
ONE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,  
MANY: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. AMEN 
 
WELCOME TO THE TABLE 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC What Feast of Love ELW 487 

 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG Canticle of the Turning ELW 723 
Verses 1, 2, and 4 
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BENEDICTION Isaiah 35: 3-4 
ONE: Go from here with confidence and hope. 

Strengthen those who are tired and exhausted; 
comfort those who are anxious and fearful. 
Say to them all: 
“Be strong, and do not fear! 
For God is coming— 
Indeed, God is already here! 

MANY: AMEN. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in Peace, seeing Christ in our midst. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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The Advent Candle Wreath Lighting is by Martha Spong, https://marthaspong.com/2016/11/23/advent-wreath-lighting-nl-3/, 
accessed October 2020. 
 
 

ELW 239 Hark, the Glad Sound! 
Text by Philip Doddridge, music by Thomas Haweis, CHESTERFIELD,  
used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL14294. 

 
W&P 36 Emmanuel 

Text and music by Bob McGee. 
We have requested permission to reprint this from Music Services, who owns the copyright. 

 
ELW 247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

Korean text and music by Geonyong Lee, translated by Marion Pope, 
used with permission by OneLicense.net #A-712130.  

 
ELW 487 What Feast of Love 

Text by Delores Dufner, OSB © 1993, English folk tune GREENSLEEVES, 
used with permission by OneLicense.net #A-712130. 
 

ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning 
Text by Rory Cooney, based on the Magnificat, traditional Irish music. 
© 1990 GIA Publications Inc, used with permission by OneLicense.net #A-712130. 

 
 
The Benediction is from https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/11/benediction-isaiah-35-3-4.html  accessed November 24, 
2020. 

 
 
Serving today: 
Preacher & Guitarist Rev. Kjell M. Ferris 
Pianists Anne Phillips, Ian Bonow, Nora Bonow, Mirah Lukis 
Advent Family Jack and Chris Bacon 
Lectors Steve Johnson 
Vocalists Angela Akhigbe, Deb Weir, Iris Ferris 
Worship Assistants Eleanor Ferris, Heidi Ferris 
Zoom & Livestream Coordinators Stefanie Fiser Kleven, Scott Rusten,  

Bob Samuelson & Jason Tofteland 
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